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Anthony Medina
Chicago, IL
I am a high school
student and a member
of the Belmont Cragin
Youth Leadership
Council with the
Northwest Side
Housing Center. Transit
is a part of my everyday
life. I use the bus a lot to
get the Housing Center,
to basketball practice
and the gym, and to see my family and get haircuts.
Transit is important because some people do not have cars
and need the bus so they can get to places. I do not have a car,
so I’m obligated to bike or bus.
Most of the time the bus does get me to where I need to go,
but there are often delays from traffic and during the
pandemic I get passed up by the bus a lot. I usually have to
get on the bus by 5:50 a.m. to get to basketball practice by
7:00 a.m. and there have been times when the bus passes me
up and I can’t make it to practice on time. The same has
happened when trying to get to the Housing Center so the
Youth Coordinator just tells me to go home and join by
Zoom instead. I wish I didn’t have to miss out on basketball
practice or Youth Council meetings because of issues with
the bus.

Some bus routes in Chicago run more smoothly than
others. For example, the Pulaski A route that runs further
south is better than the other Pulaski route that comes
through Belmont Cragin and Logan Square, because there
is less traffic further south. So we would need bus lanes up
here to help it run as fast as the other route.
If there was more federal funding for transit, I would want
to see more frequent buses on Belmont, Diversey, Harlem,
and Central Aves., more bus lanes on those same streets,
more bike racks on buses and an app that would allow
people to pay before they board so we could get on the bus
more quickly through all doors, kind of like how they do it
at the Belmont Blue Line Stop.
Bus lanes on Belmont Ave, Diversey Ave, Harlem Ave, and
Central Ave would be great so that the bus could roll by
traffic rather than getting stuck in it. I’ve seen them in other
places, like New York City has them and things run more
smoothly when the bus has their own lane.
Right now, there are only two spots for bikes on the bus
bike racks. I think there should be at least three spots on the
front and back. Sometimes I’m too tired to bike home and
want to take the bus, but the bike rack is already filled with
bikes, so I have to bike home exhausted.
I would also like transit to be safer. I had an experience on
the bus late at night once where there was a man with a
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knife staring at me and I decided to get off the bus before I
reached my destination because I was scared. I wish there
were transit ambassadors who had tasers or pepper spray
who could help handle situations on the bus because I’ve
seen a lot of people mess with bus drivers and get in fights as
well.
Transit should also be cleaner, nobody wants to get on a bus
that is smelly or dirty. Sometimes I pick up trash I see on the
bus but I think everyone should pitch in and do that. People
don’t have respect for the bus. If you are taking the bus, you
should keep it clean. It’s somebody’s job to clean the bus,
don’t make it harder for them. We don’t let people trash our
homes, so why do we let people trash the bus?
I also believe the more we can improve transit, the more
people will ride transit and then we can have less car
pollution and a cleaner environment and community. I’ve
cared about the environment since I was young, I don’t like
to harm to my community because this is where I’m going to
be living and what I’m going to be seeing every day, so it
wouldn’t be a smart idea to harm your own community. If
you reduce car pollution, things would be more vibrant and
trees would be healthier. It will be a good day when people
can leave their cars at home and take the bus. Let’s get those
bus ratings up to at least a B!
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Transit Justice Principles
Abundant transit unlocks freedom of movement. But good transit is
very scarce in the U.S. today. Americans Need Transit That Is…
•

Equitable. Transit investment must prioritize the needs of
Black and brown people, people with low incomes, and
people with disabilities.

•

Sustainable. To avert severe climate change, models
consistently show that some car trips must shift to transit.

•

Economically productive. Better transit expands worker
access to jobs, employer access to the workforce, customer
access to businesses, and business access to a customer base.

•

Safe and accessible. Transit investment should eliminate
the full range of limitations and achieve broad-based safety
and universal access.

•

Affordable. Access to transit should never be contingent
on one’s ability to pay. Transit investment should establish
programs that provide fare relief for everyone who needs it.

Every Tuesday, we will feature the first-hand experience of
public transit riders from across the country in this short
newsletter. From large cities to small towns, we will document
the experiences of the millions of users of busses, trains, ferries
and other forms of public transit in the US. Public transit is
essential to our communities, to cooling the planet, to advancing
equity. Transit is essential to our very lives.
This year there is a unique opportunity for the country to make
an historic investment in public transit funding to help the
country build back better. This story and all the others will be
archived at transitjustice.org. For media inquiries, contact Doug
Gordon, doug@upshiftstrategies.com.
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